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REPTILE FUN 

On Monday 25th November, 

Cheshire Reptile Rescue came for 

a visit to Gateway for all our Ser-

vices to enjoy. They brought lots 

of different Reptiles for us to get 

friendly with and conquer some 

fears! What a fantastic morning 

had by all, the staff were brilliant 

with us and very interactive.   

 

 

TAKE HEART COFFEE MORNING A fantastic effort was 
made for the coffee morning hosted at Gateway to raise 
money for the charity at Yorkshire Heart Centre in Leeds. 
“Take Heart” supported Sarah Saeed and her family whilst 
Sarah was being treated at the hospital. Sadly Sarah passed 
away on 22nd October 2019. The support the charity gave 
to the family was greatly appreciated. An amazing amount of 
£880 was raised on the day from Sarah’s family, friends, 
staff and service users at Gateway. Sarah will be sadly 
missed; she was a big personality in the Muskaan service and 
loved by all.   

WEBSITE UPDATE 
www.gatewayleisure.co.uk  

 
We have commenced 
reconstruction of our 
website, we aim to be 

revamped by the end of 
February. We hope to be 
more interactive with our 
Service users, families and 

friends as well as being 
more visible on the web to 

attract new faces.  
 

Follow us on facebook for 
up to date information 

and promotions of 
activities. ‘Rochdale 
Gateway Leisure’ 



Muskaan enjoyed their festive meal on the 19th December 
2019, spending quality time together!  

   MUSKAAN NEWS   

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEVEL 2 SUCCESS 

A massive well done to Ie-

sha McGhan for passing her 

level 2 Health & Social Care 

qualification. Iesha has de-

veloped massively since the 

start of her apprenticeship in 

June 2018. Everyone in 

Muskaan are going to miss 

Iesha, she is a natural with 

the service users she sup-

ports and has a lovely bub-

bly personality that draws 

people to her. Iesha has 

secured herself a full time 

position in another Day Ser-

vice in Rochdale. We wish 

her the best of luck for the 

future and are sure she is 

going to exceed in this field 

of work.   
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New VW Caddy  

Muskaan are happy to announce 

that they have a new vehicle. The 

VW Caddy is a 5 seater vehicle with 

the flexibility to take a wheelchair 

user passenger also. We are very 

grateful as it gives us the opportuni-

ty to take more people out on trips 

and activities that we may not have 

otherwise been able to do as easily.  

Wednesday Sports  

The Sports Sessions introduced 

by Muskaan in October last 

year have taken off in a fun 

way. Service Users from all the 

services in Gateway joined forc-

es to give a fun session of exercise and sensory 

stimulation for all. Staff acknowledge the im-

portance of exercising & healthy lifestyles in to-

day’s climate and have taken responsibility for 

running sessions each week to socialise & exer-

cise in a fun way!  

‘He’s behind you!’  

Muskaan enjoyed a trip to Oldham Theatre 

to watch Jack & the Beanstalk on the 2nd 

December. We all had a laugh …. 



      Reptile Experience 

 Big 

thankyou 

to Stacey 

for organ-

ising yet 

another 

fantastic 

new experience for the whole of the Gate-

way community to enjoy. Cheshire Reptile Rescue, who provide the 

activity said that they had enjoyed delivering the session as it was the 

first time that they had presented a session to adults with disabilities 

and would happy to deliver another session in the future. So, watch this 

space.    

  

         Christmas  

    Trips & Celebrations  

Libra got into the festive mood by visiting the Alpine Village at the Traf-

ford Centre and the Manchester Christmas Markets, we were able to sam-

ple the festive fayre and drink on offer (non-alcoholic of course, Hiccup!) 

Thanks to Yasmin (Shahid’s Aunty) and her friend, for putting on a 

Christmas party at Libra for the whole group and staff at Gateway. It was 

enjoyed by everyone and much appreciated.  

 

 

 

 

 

STAFF SWAP  

We would like to wel-

come Caaisha to Libra, 

who has settled in well.  

She is continuing to work  

in Muskaan  four days 

and working with us on 

Wednesday.  

 

 

 

GOOD LUCK 

Unfortunately, Emma 

has had to give up work-

ing with us on Thursday 

as her services are need-

ed at Muskaan. Good 

Luck Emma although I’m 

sure you won’t need it, 

the ladies at Muskaan 

will look after you and 

make  you feel welcome.  

 

 

 

 

SPORTS SESSION  

The Wednesday Sport 

Sessions that Muskaan 

successfully set up are 

still going well. Emma & 

Hamid said they have 

really enjoyed delivering 

their sessions on behalf 

of Libra.  
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 LIBRA NEWS   

Libra has been lucky enough to 
have secured a Hydro session this 

year, we feel privileged to be given 
access to this session as it is such 
quality activity with so many bene-
fits for our Service Users, not to 
mention fun too.  

HYDRO SESSIONS 

Happy New Year to Everyone. 



 

NEW GRANDMA  

Maria has become a 

Grandma, she has wel-

comed her first grandchild 

Isabel Theresa into the 

family. Isabel came into 

the world on the 2nd Janu-

ary 2020 weighing 7lb 

10.5oz. Congratulations 

Maria & family, a new 

chapter!  

REPTILE FUN  

Akasha enjoying petting 

the Iguana.  

STRIKE FOR JACK  

 

 

MANY HAPPY RETURNS... 
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   EDI NEWS   

Congratulations to John O’Keefe for his 70th Birthday 

back in November. I think we all agree he is looking 

great, I asked John what his secret was; “it’s all down 

to my mum & dad!” John has moved into the 21st 

Century receiving a new smart phone, he is over the 

moon along with his many other gifts!  

Well Done Ladies!  

Annum graduated in January 2020 from Birmingham Uni-

versity after 3 years of study. Annum will be leaving us to 

take up an apprenticeship as a Nursing associate with Sal-

ford University in March. We wish her will; she is going to 

be a fantastic nurse.  

Well done to Rose Thorp on completing her Level 2 in 

Health & Social Care. Rose has now left Gateway to take up a 

Support Worker role in a Supported Living house in Bury. We 

wish Rose well, she will be missed in the EDI Team; we are 

sure she is going to be very successful in her new venture.  

We have had a move around of staff due to 

needs within the service. We have welcomed 

Alysha Winnie back to the team on a 

Wednesday and Julie Winterbottom  has 

joined EDI from New Visions on Wednesday 

and Friday. Maria has returned to EDI from 

Alps for 5 days. Maria started her Gateway 

career in EDI, she is happy to come back to 

her roots! We are pleased to have the skills 

and motivation of all 3 ladies in the team.  

Kelcey turned the Big 30! Kelcey received some lovely gifts from 

everyone in the organisation and was especially happy with her 

new bag & purse!  

Both John & Kelcey are valuable members of the EDI team!  

 

STAFF ROTATION  
“Shelly showing 

off her ball work” 



“Everyone at Alps loves making their own 

Pizza, you can see why, look how delicious 

they look!” 

ALPS had a lovely Christmas meal in December, we invited parents and 

carers to join us, along with the lovely Gail who is 91 years old. She 

spends a lot of time home alone, she was thrilled with her invite and 

thoroughly enjoyed her day with us. She loved everyone in Alps and 

can’t wait to visit us again!    

 

We recently found a new light stimulation 

room in Burnley at Charter House. We have 

enjoyed a few trips there now, we think it is 

amazing. Everyone who goes has lots of fun 

and come out nice and relaxed.  

PORTLAND BASIN 

We enjoyed a free trip to Portland Basin in 

Ashton, who doesn’t enjoy a dress up and 

step back in time!  

CHRISTMAS WITH THE COMMUNITY  

Welcome John 
Wolfenden from 
New Visions, we 
hope you enjoy 

supporting in Alps!  
We We miss you 

Maria but hope you 
enjoy EDI...  
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ALPS NEWS  

             

 

            BABY NEWS  

Our very own Mike O’Mara 

and his lovely wife are preg-

nant and expecting a baby 

girl in April 2020.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

          BEST OF FRIENDS   

Shagufta & Danielle, love 

spending together and are 

always having laugh! Look at 

those smiles.    

                  CHARTER HOUSE   

Ten Pin Bowling at 

Sandbrook has become 

a regular hit on our 

Activity Calendar!  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiYkbDXkPXhAhXvA2MBHR6QA7oQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.freepik.com%2Ffree-photos-vectors%2Fdisability&psig=AOvVaw1DfLqRxZ2ph1rpN9Oc9PuU&ust=155662137308367


 

 

BOBBY & DAVID  

New Visions welcomed 2 

new service users on De-

cember & January. We 

have Bobby and David 

joining us a few days a 

week. 

 

 

 

 

 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE  

In December we gained a 

new volunteer, Katie joins 

us ,Monday & Tuesday to 

help support in the team. 

She has fit in perfectly!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to follow us on 

Facebook to keep up to 

date with our activities  

‘New Visions’  

HAPPY HALLOWEEN!!    

 

   6 

NEW VISIONS  

It is no secret that we love any excuse to dress up... 

but Halloween is one of our favourites! Every singl 

service user got dressed up and enjoyed a spooky 

Halloween party. They all looked amazing! All the 

staff also got involved.  

Christmas Extravaganza!  

We had a lovely Christmas and got up to lots of fun. From the pantomime to 

meals out to our Christmas meal and much more. Everyone had a lovely 

time and definitely finished for Christmas with full happy bellies!  

In November we enjoyed at-

tending  Gateway for a visit 

from Cheshire Reptile Rescue. 

Everyone found the reptiles 

very interesting and pushed 

through their fears touching 

snakes, lizards and turtles, we 

were a little unsure at the 

start!  

Cheshire Reptile  

We received some exciting news 

that Rachael is pregnant… Then we 

got more exciting news when we 

found out that it was not just one 

baby on the way but two! Congratu-

lations Rachael. 
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RESPITE  

CONGRATULATIONS META  

Well Done Meta on the completion of your Degree in Disability 

Studies. You are a big asset to the team with your fountain of 

knowledge and the way you apply what you have learnt into our 

Service.  

“We Welcome Maria Sharples to the  Respite Team, she has been a valued 
member of Gateway for many years! We know she is going to be amazing” 

NEW ACCESSIBLE 
BATHROOM 

We are loving our fully accessible 

bathroom with the rise and fall 

jacuzzi bath. The ceiling track 

hoist and rise & fall changing bed 

make it a relaxing experience.  

 

 

SkyTv has been installed in the living 

room and  all the bedrooms on the first 

floor. Giving more entertainment op-

tions to our guests staying over as well 

as more channels to flick through for 

those having pressure relief of an even-

ing.  



     ADULT CARE REVIEWS  

As I am sure you have noticed 

RMBC have changed how they 

operate within Adult Care. We at 

Gateway wish to support families 

and our Service Users the best 

way we can! When reviews are 

being conducted if you wish for us 

to be present to support you in the 

process or at least provide some 

guidance before it takes place, do 

not hesitate to contact the Project 

Coordinators or Lead Supports in 

the Services. We spend a lot of 

time with our Service Users and 

pride ourselves on understanding 

the required care needs for our 

Service Users and want to ensure 

we can support families and car-

ers the best we can!  

GATEWAY NEWS  

 

THEME THURSDAY  & HSSC  

 

Keep up to date with our Theme Thurs-

day and Harry Smith Social Club sched-

ules on our facebook page;  

‘Rochdale Gateway Leisure Limited’  

Meta Croft has taken over as the lead for 

the Theme Thursday event nights and is 

excited to work towards expanding the 

social offer we have at Gateway.  

Our Next Theme Night is ‘Lovers Disco’ 

on Thursday 13th February.   

 

  

 

 

www.gatewayleisure.co.uk  
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‘DOUBLE NEW  KNEES ANDEE’ 

Andy’s 2nd knee replacement went 

well, he did as the Doctor ordered 

with his rest and exercise and 

came back to work in December. 

He is over the moon with the out-

come of the operations as well as 

gaining and extra few inches in 

height with his transformation!  He 

is looking forward to enjoying long 

pain free walks with his family in 

the Summer! 

 

 

 

WEBSITE REVAMP 

Gateway is working on upgrading the 

website to ensure it is more user 

friendly, current and interactive. We 

appreciate we need to move with the 

times and ensure we are providing  

up to date information to attract new 

business and funding. We hope to 

have the upgrade complete by the 

end of February if not early March. 

Watch this space!    

W3’s Good News Story  

In August the W3’s did a 

charity walk from Littlebor-

ough to Whitworth raising 

money for the Royal Regi-

ment of Fusiliers. Karen 

Greaves chose the charity 

as she wanted to raise 

money for the homeless 

soldiers who are no longer 

in the army. It’s a charity 

that she is passionate 

about as its heart-breaking 

to see some of the situa-

tions that soldiers end up 

in once coming out of the 

army. The w3’s raised 

£513 for the charity and 

were presented with a 

shield and certificate of 

appreciation.  

 


