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FARM VISIT  

On Monday 15th July, Little Barn Mobile Farm came to visit all 

our services. Our New Visions base 

kindly hosted the visit in their spa-

cious garden. The sun was shining 

and the animals were friendly and 

enjoyed being social with us. 

There were a number of Calves, 

Lambs, Goats, Chickens and lots 

of cute fluffy small animals.  Some 

of us were lucky enough to feed 

the Calves, Lambs and Goats. The 

small animals enjoyed being 

stroked and placed on our knees if we wanted.   More photos 

can be found on page 7.  

 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING On the 26th September 

New Visions hosted a Coffee morning to raise funds for the MacMillan 

Cancer Support. All our services dropped in for a brew and a delicious 

cake. It was great to see people from the general public make an appear-

ance and contribute to the good cause. Baking skills were put to the test 

and they were 10 out of 10; from cupcakes to cheese cakes to party ring 

masterpieces. To contribute Libra hosted a small coffee morning at Gate-

way for all those who attend Tai Chi and Fitness & Fun which helped top 

the total up nicely. Overall £490 was raised, Well Done everyone! More 

photos found on page 7.  

COMMUNICATION 
 

We are  being more 
interactive online and 

currently in progress of 
reconstructing our website 
to be more up to date and 

user friendly.  
Follow our facebook page 
for up to date information 

and promotions of 
activities. Find us by 

searching ‘Rochdale 
Gateway Leisure’ 



“Summer of Fun” 
This summer Muskaan have been 
on several exciting educational and 
fun filled trips!  

   MUSKAAN NEWS   

 

 

 

 

 

WELL DONE CAAISHA 

Caaisha completed her level 

3 NVQ and is now a Senior 

Support Worker. Caaisha 

joined Gateway in October 

2016  as an apprentice and 

has developed and grown in 

her role.  Caaisha is the 1st 

person in Gateway to qualify 

under the new standards & 

scoring system.  

Pauline (Project Co.) is very 

proud of Caaisha. She 

joined EDI lacking confi-

dence & shy, since joining 

Muskaan she has blos-

somed into a confident high-

ly competent support work-

er, modelling to her col-

leagues and new staff!  

2 

Graduation Success 

Congratulations to Chloe & 

Kyle on the arrival of their 

beautiful baby Amelia. She 

weighed 6lb 7oz on the 21st 

July 2019. Chloe and Amelia 

are doing 

amazing!  

 

Meta has been studying Disabili-

ties & Inclusive Practice for the last 

3 years at Blackburn University. 

She has graduated this Summer 

with a well deserved 2:1 BA (Hons) 

Degree. The Muskaan team take 

their hats off to you, we are very 

proud of you! Meta is undecided on 

what she wants to do in the future, 

we have no doubt she will go far in 

whatever path she chooses. Well 

Done Meta!  



POND DIPPING! 

We had a fantastic day at Hollingworth lake 

after being invited by Nature Ed CIC to take 

part in a Pond Dipping session. This is one of 

the many accessible sessions that they or-

ganise. We had a fantastic time exploring 

and learning about the multitude of little creatures 

that inhabit the pond.    

  SEALIFE TRIP  

Over the summer, we visited the Sealife Centre near the Trafford 

Centre. The Sealife staff were great with our group. They ensured 

our guys were able to get as much out of the visit as possible, 

providing lots of  sensory experiences during the visit.  

 

 

 

NEW TO LIBRA  

We would like to welcome Kris 

to Libra, who came to trial the 

day service in May and has since 

become a permanent member of 

the group. Kris particularly en-

joys being out and about explor-

ing.   

STAFF SWAP  

Welcome Caroline who is set-

tling in well after transferring to 

us from Alps.  

GOOD LUCK 

Our apprentice Brandon has 

completed his time with Gate-

way and we wish him well for the 

future. Taking with him the 

skills and knowledge he was able 

to develop whilst with us at 

Gateway.  

CONGRATULATIONS  

Congratulations to Kim & Cory 

on the birth of their beautiful 

daughter ‘Ella’ weighing in at 

7llb 4oz on the 3rd July 2019.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

RIP 

Sadly Sohail passed away at the 

beginning of the summer while 

on holiday with his family, his 

cheeky personality will be great-

ly missed.  
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Thanks to Yasmin (Shahid’s Aunty) and her friend, for 

putting on a party at Libra for the whole group and staff 

at Gateway to celebrate Shahid’s birthday. It was en-

joyed by everyone and much appreciated!   

 LIBRA NEWS   

A big thank you to Stacey for organising 

the mobile farm visit at New Visions base. 

The weather was on our side, the sun 

was shining and the whole Gateway com-

munity were able to experience close in-

teraction with the farm animals.  

FARM VISIT 

WEDDING BELLS  

Congratulations to our Stacey who got married 

on a beach in Mexico to the lovely Vicky on 

the 17th September 2019. You looked beautiful!  



 

RETIREMENT  

David Mallalieu has decid-

ed its time to put his feet 

up and spend more time 

with family. David spent a 

year with us in EDI bring-

ing a wealth of over 15 

years experience. Enjoy 

your time with your wife & 

2 sons!  

 

 

RIP  

Kevin Kiely sadly passed 

away suddenly on 3rd May 

2019. His cheeky smile lit 

up the room, he had a 

beautiful personality and 

was forever blowing kisses 

to staff & one service user 

in particular. 03/10/97—

03/05/19.  

 

 

 

Phil Rigby started at Gate-

way in 2002, Phil sadly 

passed away on 2nd Sep-

tember 2019. Phil was a 

much loved service user of 

Gateway, his bubbly per-

sonality and gentlemanly 

presence made him very 

popular.  07/08/61—

02/09/19.  

It was a privilege spending 

time with you both.   

MEET THE STAFF  
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   EDI NEWS   

Tracey Neugent joined us in the summer. She 

helped out tremendously with the service 

throughout summer. Thank you Tracey!  

Tracey will be working across 3 services at 

Gateway!  

THANK YOU JOHN! 

John the driver is hanging up his wheels. John has been 

driving for EDI since September 2004 and has loved 

every minute. John is going to particularly miss linking 

up with families & carers on his run. John will be 70 in 

November and has decided to lessen his workload ,he 

will remain as a support worker 4 days a week in EDI.  

Thanks John the Driver!  

Paddy will become our new 

driver. Paddy has been standing 

in for John, I am sure you are all 

familiar with his friendly face. 

Congratulations Annum, who recently completed her foundation degree in 

Health & Social Care. This will give her access into nursing, social work or 

any other H&S route. Annum will remain with us until she decides her route. 

Thanks to Gareth Wood from CTLD for being Annum’s Clinical Facilitator for 

the last 3 years.   

EDI enjoying the newly 

adapted equipment in 

Townley & Balderstone 

park during the sum-

mer! Providing us with 

sensory fun!  

Phil Rigby  

Kevin Kiely 

David 



“A Massive Thank You to Kerry who has helped keep us afloat over the summer 

with covering our service full time. She is amazing and has become a regular 

member of the Alps team for 2 days a week!”  

ALPS Summer trip took us to visit Liverpool FC’s football ground; An-

field. After initially enquiring for a group costing, we were surprised 

when a lovely letter accompanied with tickets was received, inviting us 

to visit free of charge! From the group getting there, we were treated 

like royalty. We never had to queue for anything and were personally 

escorted around the club 

and lucky enough to see 

the latest  Champions 

League winners trophy. 

The group had a fantastic 

day!  

 

We have had a bit of a staff shape up over 

the summer in Alps, Anita Cullen who was 

our cook is now covering for maternity and 

is proving a great support worker. In place 

of Anita, Jeanette Bebb is our new Cook; 

she is always smiling and is a great 

fit for us. David Christian joined us 

in August, his experience and skills 

make him a good asset to the team. 

As mentioned above our lovely 

Kerry is with us 2 days a week, do-

ing a wonderful job.  

 

 

TRIP TO ANFIELD  
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ALPS NEWS  

     WELCOME LUKE 

Luke joined us for 3 days a 

week in July, he is settling in 

nicely in both Alps & Res-

pite.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

      OUTDOOR LIFE  

Making the most of the Sun, 

we have enjoyed visiting a 

number of parks and green 

spaces over the summer. 

Staying SPF protected and 

getting our fix of Vitamin D. 

                  MORE SNAPS FROM THE FARM VISIT   

DAVID 

KERRY JEANETTE 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiYkbDXkPXhAhXvA2MBHR6QA7oQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.freepik.com%2Ffree-photos-vectors%2Fdisability&psig=AOvVaw1DfLqRxZ2ph1rpN9Oc9PuU&ust=155662137308367


STAFF NEWS  

Welcome Tracey , who has 

joined our team. She started 

earlier in the summer and 

has been supporting in EDI  

for cover. Thank you for your 

positive attitude.    

WELL DONE  

A massive well done to Lead 

Support Rachael completing 

her NVQ Level 5 at the end of 

May. A great achievement.  

THANK YOU  

Thank you to Chris Cannon 

and his family for their kind 

donation to our colourful 

Fish tank.  

 

 

 

 

SUMMER BBQ 

Everyone enjoyed our Sum-

mer time BBQ on the 18th 

July . It was a lovely day!  

SOUTHPORT TRIP 
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   NEW VISIONS  

The group enjoyed a day out at South-

port Pleasureland, everyone loved the 

rides.  The haunted house wasn’t scary 

enough for us!  We all got soaking wet 

on the log flume.  We all want to go 

back, maybe Next Summer??? 

Rachel Turned the Big 30 on the 7th September!  

Our lovely Rachel turned 30 on the 7th of September. As a 

treat Rachel wanted us all to go out for a meal together. We treated our-

selves to a delicious lunch at The Hornet, everyone enjoyed their meals and 

a yummy  piece of Birthday cake!   

Operation brighten up New 

Visions is in full swing!  Our 

Shelf project is going well, it 

is bringing lots more colour 

to our space. It is also help-

ing us build on our creative 

domestic skills. We are very 

pleased with our work so 

far!  

Shelf Project  

Follow us on Facebook to keep up to 

date with our weekly activities. Search 

‘New Visions’ to find us. We launched 

in July and loving sharing our antics 

JUST CALL US  

MASTER CHEF 
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Coffee Morning & Farm Visit  



     FUNDING CUTS AND 

              ACTIVITIES   

As I am sure you are aware, there 

are funding cuts across the board 

for service  provisions throughout 

the borough as well as nationally. 

As a result locally the Bikes4All & 

Thursday Sport sessions have 

been unable to secure funding to 

operate at a  reduced rate. Prices 

have gone up and session times 

have decreased. We are working 

with Link4Life in providing feed-

back and working strategically to 

see if we are able to secure further 

funding or find a happy medium 

to ensure we can continue these 

activities which are of great bene-

fit to us all for building fitness 

levels, learning new skills and 

socialising.   

GATEWAY NEWS  

THEME THURSDAY LAUNCHED IN 

MAY  

Off the back of a consultation exercise it 

was apparent there was a gap in social 

provision on a Thursday evening. As a 

result Gateway launched a Theme 

Thursday evening to run every other 

week, providing 18+ year olds with learn-

ing disabilities a fun environment to so-

cialise as well as enjoying a  delicious 

meal. The night is proving very popular 

and has had some great themes so far; 

Curryaoke, Movie Night, I’m a Gateway 

Celeb, 80’s Night and many more. The 

nights are 6pm—8.30pm £5 entry includ-

ing a meal. The event nights are publi-

cised on our Facebook page if you want 

to keep up to date with what is going on? 

Theme suggestions welcome!  

Next Theme Night is ‘Salsa Night’  

Thursday 10th October!  

www.gatewayleisure.co.uk  
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   ‘NEW  KNEES ANDEE’ 

You may have noticed Andy 

wasn’t with us for part of the 

summer, he was resting up 

after having his right knee re-

placed in early August. Given 

his recovery was speedy and 

he carried out his strengthen-

ing exercise correctly, the docs 

were impressed and he is back 

having his left knee replaced. 

He will have 6 more weeks to 

recover and then our Bionic 

knee Andy will be hopefully 

back with us, all being well! 

Andy says he already feels like 

a new man, he can’t wait to be 

out enjoying long walks again! 

Good Luck for Op number 2!  

CHRISTMAS CLOSURE  

 All Day Services will close for the 
Christmas break on Friday 20th  

December. Services will reopen in 
the New Year on Monday 6th Janu-
ary 2020.   

 

HARDWARE REVAMP 

All services have a new computer or 

laptop on site—they are high speed 

and have improved our productivity 

massively across the sites. We have 

invested in a Share Drive system to 

ensure sharing information and 

streamlining operations are easy to 

maintain across all services. Thumbs 

up all round!  

It has also meant we are able to use 

the old PC’s for our Service Users 

within the services, developing their 

computer skills and enjoy browsing in 

downtime.   

SAM SIBS & HALL HIRE 

With the help of the W3 

fundraiser, Sam Sibs have 

been hiring the Gateway 

Centre to run one of their 

Sibling projects. They have 

really been enjoying the 

space at Gateway and are 

hoping to secure further 

funding to run the project 

out of Gateway in the fu-

ture.  

Gateway is available for 

hire for projects, private 

classes and functions. 

Contact the office for fur-

ther details.  


